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From*. Henry A. Kissinger 

SUBJECT i Summary pf Converaatlons in Germany about HcftQtlatlons 

The following represents a summary of my convareations on the subject 
e>f negotiations with various German officiate and political laadtrs. X an 
presenting it chronologically. 

On Thursday morning, February 13th ( X saw. ^"*]*****[]][][*[]]1. 
At the end of our convereation, ha said ho vae now vary rssssurad about 
the problem of military integration. Be was, however, -very worried about 
political unity. In particular, ha was concerned about the procedure 
which had been adopted with respect to negotiations with the 8ovlet Union. 

While he could understand our desire to negotiate, the process of 
bilateral negotiations was very dangerous* Be waa vary concerned that the 
Soviet Union would now encourage Great Britain to make a try, and afterwards 
demand that the Federal Republic negotiate bilaterally. In this manner. 
th« Soviet Union could achieve the objective outlined la their note of 
December 27th, end force the Federal lepubllc into bilateral nsgotlstions. 
They could than make propoeale which could only deeply embarrass the Federa 
Republic or else make it appear the villain if the negotiations broke down. 
We should keep in mind these observations for the future* 

There waa no time for ae to explore this subject further. 
/ On Thursday evening* February 13th, X met at dinner] 
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On Friday, February 16th, 1 had lunch with thai" 



*""! '...'.'. ■■*• thm 'oilw*n» pointsi it vat essential 

for tha Federal Republic to negotiate directly vlth the Soviet Union. The 
goal of these negotlatlona ehould be to obtain an amelioration of tha Ulbrich 
region. Of course, tha Faderal Republic was en ally of the tfnlted Stetea 
and would undertake no actions which we opposed* However, it should be 
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eble to have a certain freedom of action vle-a-via tha Bovlet Union. 
I eaked him what conceaelona they vara willing to offer In return 

for an amelioration of tha Ulbrlcht ragima. replied vaguely and 

1 II ! I ^auggaatad that no out elder really had tha eight to aak such a 
quaatlenT I paralatad and aakad vhathar they Might recoanend tha racognition 
of tha Odcr-Beltte llna. Thla, thay maintained, ima abtolutely uncccepteble. 
It waa a conceaaion totally, out of proportion to a larlla aettlement, not 
even acceptable in return for the amelioration of tha Beat Cameo regime* 
They replied In either a confuted or deliberately ambiguous way that the 
conceationa abould bo eought in Germany 'e military statue. 

In the afternoon of tha 16th, 1 mat with* • • • • - * * * * " * 

1 have reported part of thla conversation elaewhere. Z eeked him bow he 
envleaged the future negotlatione if there vera an impaste in the Oromyko- 
Thompson talks. Be replied that a German memorandum van going to the Soviet 
Union in reply to their not* of December 27th, and that tha FDP had approved 
it. 

1 eeked him vhat ha thought of tha eueatlon of federal of fleet in 
Berlin. He replied that ha vat pereonally opposed to removing any, but 
that in any caee, thla vat an unimportant nuance compared vith the ittuet 
etlll dividing the negotiator a. 

He then eaid that vary often the Germane vera being aaked to ettume 
responsibility for negotlatione and to demonetrata greater initiative. 
Be eeld, "Let ue be frank. Whenever ve are aakad to ehow greater initiative, 
vhat you really meen le thet ve ahould make conceeeione. Tou don't vent 
ue to ehow Initiative on tha ittue of German unification. Tou vent ue to 
ehov It on the iteue of rlghte to concede to the Boviete. Z elvaya tell 
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my British friends vho say th« same thing to me thatj am a 

very a Cupid person, but you British ara vary clover. Why don't you give me 
a small hint aa to the direction in which my thinking ought to go, and perhapa 
^ will then be able to show a little mora initiative." 

Ha than launched into a discussion of DeOaulla'a views on negotiations, 
vhlch I have reported acparately. ■ . • 

in the evening of February 16th, 1 mat for dinner with a group of 
German industrialists, roughly the constituency of the right wing of the COO 
and the FDP. Most of the converaatlon concerned atrateglc matters. 

X asked whether the Oder-Relsse line could bo recognised in return for 
improving tha statue of Berlin. The unanimous opinion, which waa quite 
violently expressed, waa that this could not bo dona. Borne of tboee present 
suggested that the United 8tatea waa praising for a conventional build-up 
so that it could accept arcbnventlonal defeat as a. swans of getting 
out of Berlin gracefully. 

They also atraaaed that no reduction of tha political ties bstween 

Berlin and tha Federal Republic waa acceptable to them. 

On Saturday, February 17th, 1 bad lunch with 

I 

111!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Istrssaed that any negotiation had to retain 

a djmsnd for German unification. Be said that tha younger generation in 

Germany would not accept indefinitely tha argument that they had to pay 

for tha crimea committed by thalr fathers • He aleo vehemently rejected 

my suggestion that tha Oder-Helsse line ba accepted In return for aecesa 

guarantees. Ba eald that this waa paying rant for Berlin and would merely 

lead to new demanda. Finally, ha opposed any effort to increase tha statua 

of tha East German regime. 
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Tha af tarnocm of tha 17th, X f la* to Pnli. Ona of tha paaaangera ' 
on tha plana va« -- ...-.-. * * | 
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Coamant t That* coovaraatlona auggaat tha following dllaonat Th« partial 

In Gacmanj who am aaaantlally pro- Wat tarn alllanca ara oppoaed to negotiation*, 

whlla thoaa who favor negotiations ara aaaaatiallj national lit. Aa long 

a* thla attltuda parataU, tha French hava a caruio lavaraga. 

Prograaa In our MAID planning dependa alio to a conaldarabla extant on 
tha ability to heap tha praaant papchoxgleal atato In Garvany. Any deter iora- 
tlon In thla raapaot night Indue a tha Oermana to pick up thair f ranch option. 
And euco a datarioratlon could occur If wa do not oaka aura to bring tfaa 
Camana along and oafca the» aaauua reeponalbiiity in tha nagotiationa over 
Berlin. 
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